Essential Guide to…

APL
(Accreditation of Prior Learning: Credited, Certified, or Experiential)

Inspiring achievement, driving ambition

What is APL (Accreditation of Prior Learning)?
We may be able to award you credit towards your UCR qualification for qualifications and experience
gained elsewhere, up to a maximum of two-thirds of the credits required for your qualification.
APCL: If you have a certificate (or transcript) confirming a relevant prior qualification at level 4+, we
may be able to accredit this as certificated learning (APCL). There is no charge for this. The qualification
must be no more than 5 years old, unless you can demonstrate you have kept your skills up-to-date.
APEL: We may also be able to credit your experience (APEL). You will have to pay a charge to UCR for
assessment. APEL credit may not exceed 50% of that required for your qualification.

How do I make a claim for APCL or APEL?

1

Within two weeks of the start of term, discuss the possibility
of a claim with your Course Manager.

2

Complete form 'Application for Accreditation of Prior
Credited/Certified (or Experiential) Learning' with support
and guidance from your Course Manager.
* Your Course Manager will register your claim on the student record system.

3

Take your completed form, together with any supporting
certificates and/ or other evidence, to the HEQEM in the HE
Office.

4

If the HEQEM supports your claim, they will forward your
form to the HE Faculty at Chester University. The HEQEM will
inform you of the outcome of your claim.

* Harper Adams courses only.

Supporting Evidence
Supporting evidence for your claim can take many forms, including: original certificates, reflective
account, presentation, demonstration, interview, artefact or product, testimonials, etc..

This is a summary document and is in no way meant to substitute for or amend the
relevant, full policy documents which can be found on the UoC and HAU portals.

